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Have you reviewed Medication Decision Tree #1: Is the Order Clear, Complete and Appropriate?
And, if applicable, reviewed Medication Decision Tree #2: Deciding About Medication Administration?

Are proper authorizing mechanisms in place?

For example, direct order or directive

START *RNs and RPNs do not require an order to dispense a medication that has —  NO

been prescribed by an RN with prescribing authority. See Appendix A:
Medications that may be prescribed by RNs with prescribing authority in
the Registered Nurse (RN) Prescribing practice standard.
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Have you assessed environmental supports?

- NO >
For example, equipment and workplace policies that support safe dispensing
|
YES
Have you assessed client factors? <>
For example, identify client, assess appropriateness, verify consent

|
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Do you have the competence to dispense?

For example, your knowledge of medication, ability to provide appropriate | NO >
education to the client, skills to dispense

|
YES
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Have you labeled the container for the dispensed medication? |- no >

See Appendix A: Information required on labels for dispensed medication in
the Medication practice standard.

YES

Do not dispense medication

Dispense medication Take appropriate action to safeguard client
interest and ensure continued care; for example,

follow up with prescriber

Have you documented and retained a copy
of the information in the client’s records?

YES - NO
' (' END

Note: Document during and/or after administering medication, according to the Documentation practice standard.
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