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Do I have a therapeutic nurse-client relationship with 
the client?

Do I have the knowledge, skill and judgment to prescribe? 
Considerations: What is the client’s need? Is the treatment within my 
prescribing authority?

Have I assessed client and safety factors?
Considerations: Determine if the client’s condition warrants the 
performance of the activity, only prescribe medication that is supported 
by evidence and in the client’s best interest.

Prescribe the medication
See Registered Nurse (RN) Prescribing standard Appendix A. 
See Appendix B for information required on a prescription. 

Do not prescribe 
medication

Do not prescribe 
and seek out Council 
approved education

Do not prescribe, 
follow up with 

employer

Is RN prescribing permitted in my practice setting? 
RNs must comply with relevant legislation, the standards of practice of 
the profession and applicable employer policies.

Do I have the authority to prescribe? 
Nurses must have completed Council-approved RN Prescribing education.

END

START

Have I established a follow up plan?
Considerations: Review expected outcomes, including providing instructions 
and education, monitor and follow up as needed. 

Have I documented in the client’s chart?
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