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◗ has demonstrated a consistently high level of
competence to perform the procedure; 

◗ will have the opportunity to maintain this
level of competence; and 

◗ has been given and understands written
instructions for the procedure, as well as
instructions regarding when, how and who to
notify should specified conditions develop.

Delegating
Delegation is the transfer of authority to a
person who is not otherwise authorized to
perform a procedure within one of the
controlled acts authorized to nursing. It includes
teaching and may involve assigning. 

When is delegation required?

Procedure Member of house Other (paid care provider)
(family member)

Performing procedure below the
dermis or mucous membrane
(nursing authorized act 1)

Administering a substance by
injection or inhalation 
(nursing authorized act 2)

Putting an instrument, hand or
finger into a body orifice or
artificial opening into the body
(nursing authorized act 3)

Procedures not included in a 
controlled act

requires delegation

does not require delegation

does not require delegation

does not require delegation

requires delegation

requires delegation if not a
routine activity of living

requires delegation if not a
routine activity of living

does not require delegation

Who may delegate?
RNs who meet the conditions that follow and
who hold a General Class Certificate of
Registration may delegate authorized act
procedures to UCPs. RN preparation is the basic
foundation for developing competence to
delegate. The RN must have mastered complex

problem-solving techniques and teaching
methods, and must have the knowledge and skill
to perform and delegate the particular
procedure. Depending on the nursing experience
and type of procedure, an RN may need further
preparation to delegate. 


