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Medication Decision Tree #2:
Deciding About Medication Administration

Note: Document during and/or after administering medication, according to the Documentation practice standard.
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Have you assessed environmental supports? 
For example, human and technological resources to 
monitor and intervene if needed, systems in place to 
support safe medication administration 

Have you assessed client factors?
For example, identify client, assess appropriateness, 
verify consent

Do you have the competence to administer? 
For example, your knowledge of medication, skills to 
administer, judgment to identify and respond to outcomes 

Are proper authorizing mechanisms in place? 
For example, direct order or directive

Administer medication

Do not administer medication 
Take appropriate action to safeguard client 

interest and ensure continued care; for example, 
follow up with prescriber

END
Evaluate outcomes
If an adverse reaction occurs, take appropriate action

If you are dispensing medication,  
review Medication Decision Tree #3: Deciding About Dispensing.

Have you reviewed Medication Decision Tree #1: Is the Order Clear, 
Complete and Appropriate? If not, please review that decision tree first.
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